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Top Birds*       

Orange-Breasted Bushshrike     

Black Sparrowhawk 

Narina Trogon         

Wattled Crane        

Knysna Turaco 

Orange Ground Thrush 

 

Durban, one of South Africa’s busiest shipping ports, was to be the starting point of our tour. An early 

departure from the guest house allowed us to commence birding activities in the Pigeon Valley Nature 

Reserve. The small reserve is comprised of remnant coastal forest that once dominated the area. The isolated 

forest is quite productive, considering its location in the centre of the suburban area of Berea. We began a 
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Red-capped Robin Chat by Greg de Klerk 

short trail and were soon enjoying good views of Bar-throated Apalis and Cape White-eye, the striking Red-

capped Robin Chat, Kurrichane Thrush and Southern Boubou. We proceeded to an open area where we had 

excellent views of Purple-crested Turaco moving through the canopy. While searching the area we were 

rewarded with views of endangered Spotted Ground Thrush, a winter migrant to the area. Before departing 

the reserve we located a Black Sparrowhawk nest, where an adult and at least two juveniles were seen. This 

set the momentum for the remainder of the tour! 

The next stop was inland of Durban, at the Shongweni Resources Reserve, near Assagay. A mixture 

of sandstone cliffs, mixed forest and savannah bushveld 

provided good habitat for a few sought after species. 

When we arrived, a strong wind was blowing, making 

birding difficult. Our persistence in difficult conditions 

allowed us to view Lanner Falcon, White-necked Raven 

and Cape Rock Thrush along the cliff face while we also 

had good views of African Black Duck and African Fish 

Eagle sheltering from the wind of the edge of the dam. 

Thereafter, we moved into an area along a stream and 

immediately were welcomed by a gorgeous Narina 

Trogon in amongst a mixed feeding flock which included 

the striking Orange-breasted Bushshrike and Green 

Wood-hoopoe. We followed the trail down to the dam 

where we had lunch in the company of Cape and African 

Pied Wagtails, African Jacana and the vocal Black-headed Oriole. Having had a good break for lunch and 

with conditions deteriorating we headed back toward Durban and the Kenneth Stainbank Nature Reserve.  

Kenneth Stainbank Nature reserve hosts a mixture of coastal forest and grassland with a few small 

dams which made for exciting birding. A short walk through the reserve produced Pied and Brown-hooded 

Kingfishers, Amethyst Sunbird and Spectacled Weaver feeding on the numerous Coral Tree blooms. In the 

forested parts of the reserve we also encountered Yellow-bellied Greenbul and African Paradise Flycatcher 

while the endemic Greater Double-collared Sunbird was seen feeding on the wild strelitzia blooms. Natal 

Spurfowl, scratching around for insects, mixed with a host of Impala, Bushbuck and Zebra, in the newly 

burnt areas. Before departing for the Bed and breakfast we were treated to a small group of Purple-crested 

Turaco chasing each other through the canopy overhead. 

 

Sunday morning began with a drive to Howick. The Karkloof forest started off quietly as strong winds made 

birding very difficult. After failing to locate the Bush Blackcap, we moved down to Benvie Gardens where 

the wind strength decreased substantially. Here we 

searched for and located Grey Cuckooshrike, Yellow-

throated Woodland Warbler and Cape Batis along a small, 

sheltered stream. We also had excellent views of Dark-

backed Weaver, Olive Thrush and Red-backed Mannikin. 

As we moved away from the valley we were fortunate to 

find a Chorister Robin and female White-starred Robin in 

the forest edges. The Knysna Turaco was easily located 

feeding on fruiting trees and we were also afforded a brief 

view of an Olive Woodpecker. A search for the Orange 

Ground Thrush was not successful but we were surprised 

soon afterward when an individual was flushed near the 

main house providing incredible viewing of this near-

threatened species.  

After a brief lunch, conditions had improved and we returned to search for the Bush Blackcap and 

were again rewarded for our persistence with a single bird coming out into the open. After some discussion 

we decided to depart for Durban. While passing the farmlands two silhouettes raised our interest and another 

special, the critically endangered Wattled Crane, was found moving through an open fields. After a 

successful end to the tour we returned to Durban, before heading off in our different directions. 

 

 

African Stonechat by Greg de Klerk 
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BIRD LIST (90 species, of which 1 was heard only)  
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Frank Gill & Minturn Wright Birds of the World: Recommended English Names 

(2006) Princeton University Press, Version 2.9.13, generated on 2011-07-10. Notes are provided where Clements 

differs; alternatively Clements names are in parenthesis.  

Key: E: regional endemic, NE: regional near-endemic  

 
Ducks & Geese Anatidae 

Spur-winged Goose     Plectropterus gambensis  

A single specimen of this large goose was seen.  

Egyptian Goose     Alopochen aegyptiacus  

Commonly recorded at wetlands throughout the tour.  

African Black Duck     Anas sparsa  

A pair was seen briefly before flying off at Shongweni Dam.  

Yellow-billed Duck     Anas undulate  

Recorded at Shongweni Dam.  

 

Pheasants, Fowl & Allies Phasianidae 
Note: Clements places all the below species in the Francolinus genus  

Natal Spurfowl (Francolin) (NE)    Pternistis natalensis  

Recorded during the visit to Kenneth Stainbank.  

 

Ibises & Spoonbills Threskiornithidae  
Hadada Ibis      Bostrychia hagedash  

Common throughout.  

Western Cattle Egret    Bubulcus ibis  

Common.  

Note: Clements does not accept this split and lumps this with Eastern Cattle Egret as one species: 

Cattle Egret B. ibis. 

Grey Heron      Ardea cinerea  

This widespread species was recorded at most wetlands during the tour.  

Black-headed Heron     Ardea melanocephala  

This grassland species was commonly recorded.  

 

 

Cormorants Phalacrocoracidae 
White-breasted (Great) Cormorant  Phalacrocorax lucidus  

Seen at Kenneth Stainbank at the large dam.  

Note: Clements treats this sub-Saharan bird as a race of the Great Cormorant P. carbo.  

 

Anhingas Anhingidae 

African Darter     Anhinga rufa  

We had a sighting at Shongweni Dam through a Spotting Scope .  

NOTE: The resident African form P. rufa is sometimes lumped with the Asian P. melanogaster and 

the enlarged species called Darter. Clements uses this treatment of lumping these forms.  

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles Accipitridae 
Black-winged(shouldered) Kite   Elanus caeruleus  

Fairly common in some areas and most frequently seen near roadsides during longer drives.  

African Fish Eagle     Haliaeetus vocifer  

Seen well at Shongweni Dam.  

Jackal Buzzard (E)      Buteo rufofuscus  
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This lovely endemic was seen well in the Karkloof region.  

 

Cranes Gruidae 
Wattled Crane Bugeranus carunculatus 

This spectacular bird and endangered bird was seen in the Karkloof. 

 

Plovers & Lapwings Charadriidae 
Blacksmith Lapwing (Plover)   Vanellus armatus  

This common species was recorded on both days of the tour.  

Black-winged Lapwing Vanellus melanopterus 

This is quite an unpredictable species, which was seen well at Karkloof through the spotting scope.  

Crowned Lapwing     Vanellus coronatus  

This common species of open areas was recorded at both Kenneth Stainbank and Shongweni 

Resources Reserve.  

 

Jacanas Jacanidae 
African Jacana     Actophilornis africanus  

The lovely long-toed lily-trotter was seen well at Shongweni Dam. 

 

Doves & Pigeons Columbidae 
Common (Rock) Pigeon    Columba livia  

This very successful city coloniser was recorded at various towns throughout the country.  

Red-eyed Dove     Streptopelia semitorquata  

Another widespread and common bird in South Africa.  

Ring-necked Dove     Streptopelia capicola  

This widespread and common species was observed on most days of the tour.  

Laughing Dove     Streptopelia senegalensis  

Another of the most widespread and commonly encountered birds of the tour, mainly during the 

first week.  

 

Turacos Musophagidae 
Knysna Turaco (E)      Tauraco corythaix  

An often tricky endemic that was seen fairly well in Benvie Gardens at the Karkloof.  

Purple-crested Turaco    Tauraco porphyreolophus  

We had views of this species in the Durban region, with some great views in Kenneth Stainbank. 

 

Swifts Apodidae 
African Palm Swift     Cypsiurus parvus  

This delicate, long-tailed swift was recorded at Kenneth Stainbank.  

African [Black] Swift    Apus barbatus  

This species was seen well at Shongweni Dam.  

 

Mousebirds Coliidae 
Speckled Mousebird     Colius striatus  

This common mousebird was recorded throughout the Durban region.  

Red-faced Mousebird    Urocolius indicus  

A fairly common bird, recorded in Durban and the Karkloof region.  

 

Trogons Trogonidae 
Narina Trogon     Apaloderma narina  

We enjoyed a wonderful view of this very colourful bird at Shongweni resources Reserve. 
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Kingfishers Alcedinidae 
Brown-hooded Kingfisher    Halcyon albiventris  

A woodland kingfisher, it was seen well at Kenneth Stainbank.  

Pied Kingfisher     Ceryle rudis 

The world’s most widespread kingfisher was found at Kenneth Stainbank Dam.  

 

Bee-eaters Meropidae 
Little Bee-eater     Merops pusillus  

Another stunning little bird that was seen well Kenneth Stainbank grasslands.  

 

Hoopoes Upupidae 
African (Eurasian) Hoopoe    Upupa africana  

Recorded in Shongweni Resources Reserve 

Note: Clements lumps this species with Eurasian Hoopoe as Upupa epops  

 

Woodhoopoes Phoeniculidae 
Green Wood Hoopoe    Phoeniculus purpureus  

Small groups of these often noisy birds were seen in the Shongweni resources Reserve.  

 

Barbets Capitonidae 
White-eared Barbet     Stactolaema leucotis  

We had some good views of birds while we were in forests at and near sea level around Pigeon 

Valley and Kenneth Stainbank. 

Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird    Pogoniulus bilineatus  

A tiny and stunning birds of moist eastern forests, we enjoyed great first views near Pigeon Valley 

Entrance. 

Black-collared Barbet    Lybius torquatus  

Seen and heard at Shongweni dam.  

 

Honeyguides Indicatoridae 
Scaly-throated Honeyguide    Indicator variegates  

A bird was heard in Benvie Gardens, Karkloof.  

 

 

Woodpeckers Picidae 
Olive Woodpecker     Dendropicos griseocephalus  

A single bird was seen briefly in Benvie Gardens in the Karkloof. 

  

Falcons Falconidae 
Lanner Falcon     Falco biarmicus  

Seen at Shongweni Dam, including a good viewof them soaring along the cliff face.  

 

Wattle-eyes and Batises Platysteiridae 
Cape Batis (NE)      Batis capensis  

Seen well on both days in Pigeon Valley and Karkloof, a fairly common endemic in good habitat.  

Chinspot Batis     Batis molitor  

Fairly common with sightings throughout the Durban area.  

 

Bushshrikes Malaconotidae 
Orange(Suphur)-breasted Bushshrike  Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus  
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A bird seen in the Shongweni Resources Reserve. Showed well.  

Tchagra sp.  
Suspected Black-crowned Tchagra flying over the road but unable to relocate. 

Black-backed Puffback    Dryoscopus cubla  

Recorded in the denser thickets in Pigeon Valley.  

Southern Boubou (E)    Laniarius ferrugineus 

This vocal and common species was first seen in Pigeon Valley, with scattered further sightings – 

many more heard than seen.  

 

Cuckooshrikes Campephagidae 
Grey Cuckooshrike     Coracina caesia  

A pair seen very well in the Karkloof, a fairly scarce and often shy species.  

 

Shrikes Laniidae 
Southern (Common) Fiscal    Lanius collaris  

This is a common bird throughout South Africa and was seen at both Kenneth Stainbank and 

Karkloof.  

 

Orioles Oriolidae 
(African) Black-headed Oriole   Oriolus larvatus  

Recorded a at all sights but best viewed at Shongweni Dam.  

 

Drongos Dicruridae 
Fork-tailed Drongo     Dicrurus adsimilis  

Recorded on all days and at most sites we visited.  

 

Monarchs Monarchidae 
African Paradise Flycatcher   Terpsiphone viridis  

Seen briefly at the Dam in Kenneth Stainbank.  

 

Crows, Jays & Magpies Corvidae 
Cape Crow      Corvus capensis  

We had a sighting in the Karkloof region.  

Pied Crow      Corvus albus  

Seen at a number of sites.  

White-necked Raven     Corvus albicollis  

We enjoyed good views of this species in the Shongweni resources reserve along the cliffs. 

 

Tits Paridae 
Southern Black Tit (NE)     Parus niger  

A couple of birds were encountered in the bushveld habitat at Shongweni Resources Reserve.  

Note: Clements places this bird in the genus Melaniparus  

 

Bulbuls Pycnonotidae 
Dark-capped Bulbul     Pycnonotus tricolor  

Common throughout.  

Note: Clements lumps this bird with Common, Somali and Dodson’s Bulbul as Common Bulbul P. 

barbatus  

Sombre Greenbul     Andropadus importunus  

Heard often with the characteristic “Willy” call. Seen well in the Karkloof 

Yellow-bellied Greenbul    Chlorocichla flaviventris  
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A pair seen in Kenneth Stainbank Nature Reserve.  

 

Swallows & Martins Hirundinidae 
Rock Martin      Hirundo fuligula  

Common on the cliffs of Shongweni Dam outflow.  

 

Leaf Warblers & Allies Phylloscopidae 
Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler  Phylloscopus ruficapilla  

2 birds were seen very well in the Karkloof area, coming very close to us – one of the best looking 

of the genus! 

 

Cisticolas & Allies Cisticolidae 
Rattling Cisticola     Cisticola chinianus  

This noisy and conspicuous species was recorded in the bushveld at both Kenneth Stainbank and 

Shongweni Dam.  

Tawny-flanked Prinia    Prinia subflava  

This widespread prinia was seen at Kenneth Stainbank and Shongweni Dam.  

Bar-throated Apalis     Apalis thoracica  

We enjoyed some good views in Karkloof Forest.  

Green-backed Camaroptera   Camaroptera brachyura  

A very vocal tiny species that was seen well in Shongweni resources Reserve.  

Sylviid Babblers Sylvidae  
Bush Blackcap (E)      Lioptilus nigricapillus  

A single bird seen in the Karkloof forest on second attempt to locate them. 

 

White-eyes Zosteropidae 
Cape White-eye (E)      Zosterops capensis  

Most sightings in the Pigeon Valley and Karkloof.  

NOTE: Clements lumps this species with the Orange River White-eye Z. pallidus as Cape White-eye 

Z. pallidus.  

  

Starlings Sturnidae 
Common Myna     Acridotheres tristis  

A species that was introduced to Durban in 1900 was common around urban centre of Durban and 

Howick.  

Black-bellied (Glossy-) Starling   Lamprotornis corruscus  

This dark forest species was seen very well at Pigeon Valley.  

Cape (Glossy-) Starling (NE)    Lamprotornis nitens  

Recorded at Shongweni Dam on a Canoe.  

Red-winged Starling     Onychognathus morio  

Recorded regularly throughout the tour.  

 

Thrushes & Allies Turdidae 
Orange Ground Thrush    Zoothera gurneyi  

We had spectacular views of a bird in Benvie garden in the Karkloof.  

Spotted Ground Thrush    Zoothera guttata  

A brief sighting of a bird at Pigeon Valley 

Kurrichane Thrush     Turdus libonyanus  

Seen at Pigeon Valley. 

Olive Thrush      Turdus olivaceus  

We found small numbers around the Karkloof.  
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Chats, Old World Flycatchers Muscicapidae 
Southern Black Flycatcher    Melaenornis pammelaina  

We had a bird at Kenneth Stainbank Reserve. 

African Dusky Flycatcher    Muscicapa adusta  

Seen in the Kenneth Stainbank Reserve. 

Cape Robin-Chat (E)     Cossypha caffra  

Seen as we entered the Karkloof area.  

Red-capped Robin-Chat    Cossypha natalensis  

Very common in the forest area around Pigeon Valley.  

Chorister Robin-Chat (E)     Cossypha dichroa  

This often difficult bird was seen very well in the Karkloof forests.  

White-starred Robin     Pogonocuchla stellata  

A female viewed at Benvie Gardens, Karkloof.  

Cape Rock Thrush (E)     Monticola rupestris  

Another endemic species that was seen in windy conditions at Shongweni Dam. 

African Stonechat     Saxicola torquatus  

A common bird in South Africa, we had sightings during the tour in the Karkloof region. 

 

Sunbirds Nectariniidae 
Collared Sunbird     Hedydipna collaris  

We had sightings of this tiny jewel of a bird in the Karkloof.  

(Eastern) Olive Sunbird    Cyanomitra olivacea  

Commonly heard in forest, we saw a bird during our time at Pigeon Valley.  

Amethyst Sunbird     Chalcomitra amethystine  

A few sightings during the tour. Most prevalent in Kenneth Stainbank and then seen again in the 

Karkloof.   

Southern Double-collared Sunbird (E)   Cinnyris chalybeus  

Very common in the forests of the Karkloof.  

Greater Double-collared Sunbird (E)  Cinnyris afra  

Another stunner – seen in the Shongweni resources reserve.  

 

Old World Sparrows Passeridae 
House Sparrow     Passer domesticus  

Common.  

 

Weavers & Allies Ploceidae 
Thick-billed (Grosbeak) Weaver   Amblyospiza albifrons  

Seen on a few occasions, including great views in the Pigeon Valley Nature Reserve. 

Spectacled Weaver     Ploceus ocularis  

Great views were enjoyed in the Kenneth Stainbank Nature Reserve.  

Southern Masked Weaver    Ploceus velatus  

Recorded in the greater Durban area at Pigeon Valley, Shongweni Dam and Kenneth Stainbank.  

Village Weaver     Ploceus cucullatus  

This species was the most common weaver in the region. Seen at all the sites visited.  

Dark-backed (Forest) Weaver   Ploceus bicolor  

Seen in the forest sites in Karkloof.  

Long-tailed Widowbird    Euplectes progne  

Common in grassland where this bird was seen well in both Kenneth Stainbank and Karkloof.  

 

Waxbills & Allies Estrildidae 
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Blue Waxbill (Blue-breasted Cordonbleu)  Uraeginthus angolensis  

This species was commonly recorded around various woodland sites, with highest numbers coming 

down to drink at the hide in uMkhuze GR.  

Bronze Mannikin     Lonchura cucullata  

Common in the Durban area and seen regularly in the Karkloof.  

Note: Clements places this bird in the genus Spermestes  

Red-backed (Black-and-white) Mannikin  Lonchura nigriceps  

A stunning little species was seen very well; near and in water in Cape Vidal and feeding on the 

roadside in the Karkloof area.  

 

Wagtails & Pipits Motacillidae 
Cape Wagtail      Motacilla capensis  

Regularly recorded throughout much of the tour, except in the eastern lowlands.  

African Pied Wagtail    Motacilla aguimp  

Kruger NP and the area around St. Lucia produced numerous records.  

  

Finches Fringillidae 
Forest Canary (E)      Crithagra scotops  

Around 10 birds were seen well on one day in the Karkloof.  

Note: Clements places this bird in the genus Serinus  

Yellow-fronted Canary    Crithagra mozambica  

This good-looking and common canary was seen in the acacia trees at Shongweni Dam.  

Note: Clements places this bird in the genus Serinus.  
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